Learning Through Innovation

Evaluation of “Life in Kano, Nigeria” done at Tynings Primary School

Helen Weeks (Tynings School) and Dick Bateman AST         13.05.04

In March 2004, Dick Bateman and Helen Weeks created a sequence of work on “Life in Kano, Nigeria” for KS2 Geography. It consisted of a PowerPoint presentation and a 3-D model making kit. Music, from the internet, was linked to the presentation by playback machine.
The lessons were trialled with Dick introducing Nigeria by using  a globe and then using the 3-D modelling kit on 04.03.2004, introducing the Kano PowerPoint on 11.03.2004 and completing the PowerPoint on 18.03.2004. 

The powerPoint presentation was placed onto the LTI website by Julie Emburey.on 18th March 2004 

After suitable reflection, this evaluation was conducted in May 2004.

Guidance for Teachers:

· Do a section of the PowerPoint  “Kano”at a time 

      eg.      Mapwork & Location                 Slides 1 - 6

                        Kano Homes, roads and jobs     Slides 7 – 15

                        Kano Schools & tribes                Slides 16 - 20

· Start with the first two slides to get The Big Picture – Where is Nigeria from the UK.

1. Mapwork & Location               Slides 1 - 6

· Work through the rest of the Mapwork and Location section. Each click should provoke a response from the pupils, which can be orchestrated however the teacher wants.

·  Then review the mapwork with a simple paper quiz. Eg. What is the capital city of Algeria? 

2. Kano    Homes, roads and jobs     Slides 7 – 15

· Let the pupils know that they must think up adjectives to describe each slide in the middle section. Pupils write Title and date in workbooks/paper and write slide number in the margin.  

· Then show each slide..Ask a pupil to read out the caption. Ask all pupils to think of adjectives to describe features on the slide. Ask 5 named pupils to call out one adjective each. Teacher/pupil writes them up on the whiteboard. Then all pupils write down on the line the three words they think are best to describe the slide.  Eg. Slide 7   Old, low, high.

3.  Kano   Schools & tribes               Slides 16 – 20

· We asked pupils to say what interested them about these four slides

· We orally compared and contrasted the school classroom with our classroom

· Paired poster activities Comparing schools in Kano with schools Bristol
Activities which Helen used to follow up the presentation

· Listed adjectives to describe photographs of homes, school, jobs.

· Designed a poster about Kano using non-fiction features

· Venn diagrams to compare and contrast homes, schools, clothing

· Mindmap ideas about Kano (evaluated learning at end of topic)

· Used post it notes for questions and further research – stick on display

Things to watch!

· Don’t try to do the whole presentation in one go. There is too much information and pupils will lose interest. We suggest three sessions of 45 to 60 minutes each 

· Remember to be interactive – children can control the PowerPoint 

Ideas for further work

· Paired work to share ideas to write continuous prose about Kano (slides 7-15), as a literacy exercise

· Print appropriate photograph from presentation and annotate

· Create a class book from the PowerPoint to complement the presentation

Children’s responses to the PowerPoint Presentation

“

· I liked the pictures

· It was easier to understand – because it came up when you pressed the mouse

· Instead of having loads of text it had speech bubbles

· The sentences weren’t too long

· The arrows were useful because they made it easier to understand

· Real photographs showed it was true, what it really looked like

· I think that it was better than books

                                                                   “

Ends
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