
What did 
Henry VIII 
do all day?  

 
 
 

 

Who’s this 
and why is he 
more famous 
than David 
Beckham? 

Who’s this? When was she painted and 
by who? 

Tudor Inventions 
• Tennis was developed from a 

French street game that used 
hands instead of a racquet. The 
Tudors invented a racquet from 
a kitchen sieve and the style 
hasn't really changed since 
then.  

• The first shopping center (mall) 
was built above the first stock 
exchange. It had room for 120 
shops, all under one roof. 
Queen Elizabeth loved shopping 
and bought all her hats there 

• Carpets were a new idea from 
Turkey. It was considered to be 
the height of luxury to walk on 
a carpet instead of stone floors. 
It showed you were very very 
rich.  

• Harrington invented the worlds 
first flushing toilet - the Water 
Closet. (WC!) It worked exactly 
as modern toilets do now, but 
took 200 years to really catch 
on. 

Did you know…? 
 

• Nine out of ten people died 
before they were 40. There 
was so much disease and 
they had no idea how to 
cure any of them or how to 
be hygienic.  

• An average person drank 
about 8 pints of weak beer a 
day, it had very little alcohol 
and even children drank it, it 
was safer than the water! It 
was called 'small beer'.  

• Toilets were called 'Privy's 
and were not very private at 
all. They were often just a 
piece of wood over a hole in 
the ground and might have 
room for up to 6 people to 
go at the same time! 

• They knew that sugar rotted 
their teeth, and since sugar 
was so expensive, women 
used to deliberately black 
their teeth out to look rot-
ten, because it showed they 
could afford to buy sugar 

• King Henry VIII had over 
78,000 people executed 
while he was king. That is 
the same as 5 people killed 
every day for 38 years! 

 

Useful words: monarch, 
court, Protestant, Catholic, 
courtier , state, alliance, 
power, long gallery, buttery, 
inventory, nobles, vagabonds, 
beggars, yeomen, craftspeople  

Can you count in Roman Numerals?  
Try writing: 15, 19, 54, 2003 in Roman  
Numerals?  
And why do Kings and Queens have them 
after their names? 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

I II III IV V VI VII VIII IX X 

Why did Henry 
VIII marry 6 
times?  

What was life 
like for rich 
people?  

What was life 
like for poor 
people?  

What can invento-
ries tell us about 
the lives of people 
at this time?  

What did the 
Tudors do for 
us?  

What can we 
learn about our 
society from the 
Tudors?  

What was the 
’War of the 
Roses’.  


